
Coursework Comprehensive Exams Doctoral Candidacy

Student 
Tasks

• Complete 
Transfer 
Evaluation & 
Plan of Study
with 
consultation of 
the faculty
advisor

• Attend RISE

• Meet regularly
with advisor

Faculty 
Advisor

• Meet with 
advisees
regularly

• Assist in 
transfer credit
evaluation

• Guides
completion of 
Plan of Study

OSAA Tasks
• Provide 

procedural 
support to 
Student & 
Faculty Tasks

Student Tasks

• Initiate required 
forms (GradPath &
Internal)

• Establish timelines for 
completion of exams
with committee
members

• Follow-up on forms
and requested 
communications

Comprehensive 
Exam Chair Tasks

•Meet with students
and committee
members regularly

•Approve required 
forms in GradPath in a
timely manner

•Guide student through 
the examination 
process

OSAA Tasks
•Provide 

procedural 
support to
Student &
Faculty Tasks

•Schedule 
rooms/Zoom 
support for 
comprehensive 
exams as 
necessary 

Student Tasks

•Initiate required forms 
(GradPath & Internal)

•Establish timelines for
completion of the Dissertation 
with committee members

•Follow-up on forms and 
requested communications

Dissertation Chair Tasks

•Meet with students and 
committee members regularly

•Approve required forms in 
GradPath in a timely manner

•Guide student through the 
Dissertation process

OSAA Tasks
•Provide procedural support to

Student & Faculty Tasks

•Schedule rooms and 
technology for final
presentations as necessary

•Guide student through 
program completion 
requirements

Attend RISE I 

Attend RISE II 

Transfer Credit 
Evaluation

Plan of 
Study

Comprehensive 
Exam 

Committee 
Appointment 

Form

Completion of 
the Written 

Comprehensive 
Exam

Completion of 
the Oral 

Comprehensive 
Exam

PhD 
Dissertation 
Committee 

Appointment 
Form

Defense of the 
PhD 

Dissertation 
Proposal

Submission of 
Proposal to 

IRB

Announcement 
of the Final 
Dissertation 

Defense

Final Defense 
of the PhD 

Dissertation

Conferral of 
Degree

Recommended PhD WorkflowPhD Program Progression Workflow

RISE III
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