
Dissertations, Open Access, & Copyright 
 
Students submitting dissertations through the Grad College are confronted with various 
options for how their work should be handled. Two of those options are whether or not to pay 
ProQuest to register copyright in the work and whether or not to pay ProQuest for open 
access with ProQuest. 
 
The submission processing software used by the Grad College is provided by ProQuest. 
When a dissertation is submitted using this tool two copies are made. One goes to 
ProQuest for inclusion on their “ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Full Text” database. 
This is the standard international resource for finding dissertations and theses from around 
the world. Their standard process charges a fee for a copy of each work from which 
royalties are paid to the author when appropriate. The other copy goes to the UA Libraries to 
be included in the open access campus repository’s University of Arizona Theses and 
Dissertations collection. Thus the dissertation is made openly available by the University. 
Students wanting to have ProQuest also make their work open access are charged an 
additional fee (because ProQuest’s business model relies on revenue from sales of copies). 
 
You, the student, own the copyright in your work from the time it is created and fixed in a 
tangible medium (e.g. saved as a digital file). The deposit of your work into both the 
ProQuest database and the UA campus repository are dependent upon your signing 
license agreements that allow ProQuest and UA to make your dissertation available to 
others. What UMI/ProQuest and the University are asking for is the non-exclusive right to 
distribute your work. You still own the copyright. You still control all of the entitlements that the 
U.S. Copyright statute grants you and can grant anyone else the non-exclusive right to distribute 
the work or the exclusive right to reproduce the work, etc. 
 
Copyright registration is an option for those authors who want additional protection. 
Copyright registration has two major advantages. One advantage is that it gets the work 
listed in the national registry and documents ownership there. The other advantage of 
registration is that it allows a copyright owner to sue for infringement and receive statutory 
damages. Copyright owners can enforce their rights short of suing, but if an author wants or 
needs to get the courts involved, registration is necessary. ProQuest offers copyright 
registration as an additional fee--‐based service. For a somewhat lower fee, an author can also 
register the work with the U.S. Copyright Office themselves at 
https://www.copyright.gov/registration/ 
 
If you have further questions, please see: 

• Copyright for Graduate Students 
• Copyright Considerations with Researching and Writing Your Dissertation 

 
Or feel free to contact: 

Ellen Dubinsky 
Scholarly Communication Librarian 
edubinsky@email.arizona.edu 
(520) 621-6433 
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